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SUBJECT: Witnoeses' Ste emernts==Loss of A/C # 42-97580 and Crewe
T0: Commanding Cfficer, 301et Bcmbardment Croup (H), AAF, APO 520,

le In respamse to letter, your He~dquurters, dated 15 Moy 1944,
Subjecty Statements to Accompany Missing Ai~ Crew Reports, the following
witnosses® statemencs from men who saw A/C 42=-97560 ard crew, this organ=
ization, go down ir Yugoslavia on the W ay to bomb Wollersdorf A/D, Austria
are hereby submitteds Coordinetes and ilime of aircraft accident are as
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es Witresse :' Statementss

(1) Ship # 4C-R7580, B-17G, went into & steep dive, smoke
{railing f.om number two (2) engine, then levelied off
{or a few seconca, Farachutes then began appearing,.
It went into a left bank and continued to spiral until
it crashed. I saw eight (8) ohutes hefore i'.e orash,
After or:z _hing it exploded, ‘he bombs also explodinge
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HAJRY 2. FICETNER,
S/Sgta, (12075401
Tail Guaner on A/C
42..3384 in 22 posite
ion.

(2) First noticed Ship 3 424975680 becaure it was losing 1ti=-
tudes Shortly after, I saw one chule open, then in quick
succession I saw three more spen, Plane banked to left
and two more chutes came out, one delayed in opening.
Plene went into a dive, pulled out &nd another chute ocare
outs Then ship went into a spin and shortly after pulled
out and seemed to disintegrates I noticed what seemed to
be bombs bursting on the ground below aircraft. Also no-
ticed one piece of ALC burnipg and many pieces scattered
over the mountain, I saw seven (7) chutes open but bow=
lieve all personnal got out safely,
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JACK R, NICHOLS
Sgte, (18.250C4
ball Turret Gunner,
A/C 42-30385, 23
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