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Cffice of he Oporations Officer

S April 1944

‘ther we turned from our primary oourse to a secondary
sumed to be Udime. Our altitude was approximately 22, 000
uffs at about two otelock in line with our lead squadren,
Jeft. Lead squadron started evasive action and in
I olearly heard the flak hit our ship. The No. 1, 2
hit, The left wing at its outer tip had four or five
@ fist. The tail had been hit and there was a burst of
y rooms I feathered No. 1 engine, we ooculd not feather
yresiiire was down to zero. Oil was spread over the
0. 4 engine and it was smoking slightly. I glanced out
ced a hole on the bottom side of the engine, How ever the
iges indicated that there was nothing wrong so I was of
n that I still bad two good enginss. Thile ell this was going
1 gave the order to prepare to abandon ship which was followed by the
v to the bambardier to got rid of the bombs. This was complied with
‘this time we had lost approximately 5,000 feet. I had the ship
radual turn to the left headed out to sea and when I determined we
d two good engines decided to make it baok for friendly territory. At
point T gave ths order to prepare for ditching and the men began to
ar the ship., Oar altitude was not less that 15,000 feet at that point
rer we were now out to sea and I decided to lower my altituds to 5,000
‘an approximate course of 165° due to the danger of No, 4 engine
n fire, We were able to hold altitude well and soms miles morth
I noticed that the oil pressure on Fo. 2 had dropped to approximbely
I the co=-pilot about it and he said it had been ‘there for :
, _passed the poiut at Ancona out at sea because of previocusly
fing of flak tions at that point. I intended to try to nake it for
‘whioch" out fifteen minmutes flying time and in friendly
e minutes south of Ancona No. 2 gave out with
to get down on the sea and sent the Mavigator
o get the crew ready for landing at soa, I
rators The oco-pilot and I faatened our
“land the plane, Before landing I told the
to oall out the air speed. The last spped I
20 M But we did not hit at that moment. A fow
{1 hit, still holding the wheel back the entire plane
sensation T felt was of a strong pressure pulling me
, r sudden shock on landing. It seemed that
~ before 1 unfastened my safety belt the eo-pilot was outside already. I
was cut of the plane in about thirty seconds. At this time the nosé was
n almost & thirty degree angle. When I was out of the plane I
ted to p back but - raft slipped forward and I was soaked
. 1 grabbed the 1i pulling it in front of the nosé. It
“Bat the heavy flying clothing was going to pull me down, I strug-
gled with the raft to keep it away from the slight suotion pulling toward

the nose. The plams was umow at about a sixty degres angle broken behind
the radio room.
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the co-pilot off to the right of the plane who scemed
probably shooked. Also heard omlls for help, I answered
o stand by a minute. The oalls contimued. The lowsr tur-
or were now in front also ami I told them to belp m»
from the plane., They dide In about five minutes time
ared with the radio hatoh last to go under. We were
nd I had the strength to get on the raft first and then
turret man and navigator to get on, After we boarded
. 3d about for the co-pilot and called out but he had dis-
Appea . W 4o gt «t the life raft equipment amonyg which were
an air mmp, patohies and plugs for the raft, some emergenoy rations,
three cars, a tarpulin and a few other items, But among which there was
no water rations,

We could ses land about twenty miles off shore and we attempted to
row tosards it but the sea was so rough that it appeared no headway was
- mades Sowe rigged up s sail as best we could. Atsbout two thirty, a
long P-38 passed to the shore side of us, we fired u flare but evident-
1y be did not see us. After darkness csms wo decided to seud up the
flares at au interval of two minutes, ¥he» we were brought to shore the
Air-Ssa Resoue station reported seeing ocur ilares and had gone in seareh
of us but had not gone far encugh north, We passed the rest of the nlzhf.
mddled in our life raft under the tarpulin. Every half hour er so we
hnd ‘to get our bamil cut bucket and ball out water, gottsn in by the high-
wun. At night it seemed that the waves ware wary high but none broke %
: s to any great extent, At approximetely 7:30 in the mcruing we saw ‘whikt
appurod ‘o be a Beaufighter heading south, ho was low and nsar shore.
We fired s flare andsbout five miles south of us he &#lsw divectly at us,
,‘!!hplmo was an ME 210, he made three circles around us au theu continued
- outherly course. A short time laler there were eight MD 210's
_th/uu-d close to shore z')uund by thin 1om B 210 onst of by

i 8 north of our posttion. ‘l’h-y had no'c as yet seen us. They
“mth uml all had passed us but ove &ho was headed dirsotly at ua
) _above the water. He. saw us and I believe called the others.
Seven o!' th-n ‘ocircled low and seven west up to about 10,000 feet. Soon
ths planes at altitude left and the next time I saw them they were escorte
ing the English Walrus Bcuphun along with throe Spitfires. Thw Walrus

. landed in the faot of a still rough seas, he was unable to take off and

. had to taxe back to Ortonas From the time the P=38's spotted us to the
time we were picked up an hour had alapsed, We wre picked up at 0825 AN,

; uw the men had akout an hour to prepare for ditching, their
positions in the radis yoom wers suoh that they were not braced well en-
un;hfor the landing of the plane in a rougk sea. One man not braced

3 room cuz take two or three others alang with bin, In add-
,iﬁm tht ght 14fu raft did not come out, I'm of the opinion that if
the plane landed as well as it did in such a rough® sea ths B-17 can safely
m 1 emsrgency landing at sea with all men safely getting out if pro-
per ditohing procedure is followed. A ocalm head at such a time is of the
utnost importance, Qur apovreciation of the P-38's that ciroled us and the
English pilot who landed in the rough sem to pick us up canuot be expressed
in words. Their cooperation was wonderful.




/ jwm the utmost efforé to pull both life rafts locse before
n In a sea of any turbulence whatscever I don't believe

fﬂ:t ﬁu be ‘of mueh halp after a pericd of tine,

ar olhb:ln; out of tho plane I'd suggest that the man if possible
‘t4p of the plane or wing for a few moments, This way the can clear

the ﬁl that if mny help oen be offered to any men in the radio hatoh,
they would be able to aid them,

i 4. "na- calmness and deadership ot the Ravigator and menrdier will
greatly iaomn ‘of ‘changes of a sucoessful ditohing.
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