KARL E. SEIDEL, 0~1687064, Captain, Mcdical Corps, 352nd Bomb Sq,
30lst Bomb Gpe For horolsm at groat risk of 1ifc at an Allicd air
basc in Iltaly. On 12 April 1945, @ B-17 typc aircraft rcturning
from a sortic over cnomy territory had mechanical difficulty in land-
ing and ran off tho runway toward a lino of parked aircrafte Tho .
B-17 crashcd into four of the parkcd aircraft and burst into flamcs.
Capt Scidel, anticipating thc crash, was at tho scono of the acecident
almost immediatelye Ignoring tho obvious danger, hc made a guick
chock which rovealed that all membcrs of the crow had cscaped from
the burning planc wlth but minor injurics. Capt Scidol thon saw that
2 a fifth aircraft which was parked beyond tho B-17, had caught fire
and the flamos were crocping down the wing towards the full gasoline
tanks, With complete disrcgard for his own safety and dospltc the
dangers of cxploding ammunition, Capt Scidel drove his' ambulance to
d position whore it could bo attached to the landing goar of the
aircraft, and aftcr scvoral attompts, was able to tow tho alrcgaft
to a point of safoty whore the firc-fightcrs werc ablo to cxtinguish
the firc on the winge By his horoic offorts, oxceptional couraga.
and dovotion:to duty, Capt Scidel has rcflectod grecat crodit upon
aimsolf and the Armec Forces of the United -Statcs of America..
Residence at appointment: Niles, Michigan. : Gl



