
By Thomas Reznich
On Aug. 7, 1944, about 14 months 

after graduating from Central Lake High 
School, 18-year-old Walter Drogt was fi-

nally on his way into battle.
He had joined the Army Air Corps 

right after graduation, but had to wait 
until his birthday on Dec. 25, when he 

turned 18, to enter the service. After ba-
sic training at Jefferson Barracks, MO, 
he had been sent for gunnery training at 
Kingman, AZ, Lincoln, NB and Rapid 

City, SD, where he had been trained as a 
turret gunner on a B-17.

Now, as one of the 10-man crew 
aboard a B-17 nicknamed “Amazing 
Mazie,” Drogt was on his first combat 
mission, which also turned out to be his 
last.

Taking off from Fogia, Italy, the target 
was an industrial area in Blechhammer, 
Germany, but while the bomber 
group was still over the Adriatic 
Sea, they were attacked by Ger-
man fighter planes.

Amazing Mazie was hit 
and her outboard right engine 
was knocked out, but her pilot, 
who was on his 50th mission, 
pressed on. Drogt, who started 
the flight as the left waist gun-
ner on the Boeing B-17 Flying 
Fortress, had been hit in the leg 
by shrapnel during the attack.

The plane successfully 
dropped its payload, but was 
struck by flack over the target, 
this time losing the right in-
board engine.

With two engines still run-
ning on their left wing, they 
were still flying, but couldn’t 
keep up with the group of 
bombers, and had to strike off 
on their own. They had headed 
northwest, “and there we ran 
into a flock of them (German 
Messerschmitt 109 fighters),” 
said Drogt.

He had moved to the top tur-
ret position on the plane with 
the help of the co-pilot, and 
said he was pretty sure he had 
hit a German fighter plane that was being 
chased by a couple of American fighters, 
but that it was not damaged enough to 
go down.

A short time later, Drogt saw a 109 
coming in head-on and straight at him, 
and was hit simultaneously in both arms, 
with a bullet lodged in his right forearm.

After working his way out of the 
turret, he realized that due to his injury, 

he could not get a sure grip on the rip 
cord of his parachute with his right hand, 
so he said he grabbed it with both and 
“dived out the first door on the left side 
of the plane.”

While floating to earth, he said he 
looked up and saw Amazing Mazie bank 
to the right, then go down and crash into 
a hillside. He later found out that the en-
tire crew had made it out of the plane and 
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Weather 
Almanac

Paint the Town 
Purple

Roscommon County 
will be dressed in 

purple Friday as part 
of the Relay For Life of 
Roscommon County’s 

“Paint the Town Purple” 
event . The public is 
encouraged to wear 
purple every Friday 

until the Relay For Life 
event June 22-23 in 

order to raise awareness 
for cancer research and 
promote Relay For Life . 
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Summer 2013

Please Take One
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Welcome 
Summer!

Forecast
May 23rd - 26th

Thursday - 
Showers, 

40s/50s

Friday - Morning 
frost, sunny, 30s/26s

Saturday - 
Morning frost, sunny, 

30s/60s 
Sunday - 
Mostly sunny, 
40s/60s
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Roscommon
graduation

tonight
Ninety-eight graduates will 

participate in commencement 
exercises at Roscommon High 
School tonight (Thursday, May 
23) as the RHS Class of 2013 
receives their diplomas.

It will be the 118th gradua-
tion for Roscommon Area Pub-
lic Schools as they mark 136 
years of education. The program 
will begin at 7 p.m. in the high 
school gymnasium.

The class song is “It’s Time” 
by Imagine Dragons. The class 
quote is “We come together as 
strangers, but we leave as eternal 
friends” by Gordon Trimer. This 
year the class chose the blue iris 
as the class flower. 

The Resorter will print its sa-
lute to RHS graduates on May 
30.

(Left to right) Jane Radulski of the Houghton Lake Area Historical So-
ciety gives visitors Tracy Ridge, Bear Scout Jack Yeager, 9, of Pack 3981, 
Houghton Lake, and his mother, Pam, a little history lesson during the 
Grand Opening of Trestle Park in Denton Township Saturday morning. 

Radulski is dressed in garb that would have been typical in the 1870s, 
when a railroad trestle located on Houghton Lake was used in the pro-
cess of shipping logs to saw mills. For more from the opening event, see 
page D1.       (Photo by Thomas Reznich)

LIVING REMINDER

One mission provided harrowing 
war experience for WWII vet

Walter Drogt, 87, sits in the front room of his home 
on Huntington Road, Houghton Lake, recently, wear-
ing a ball cap emblazoned with the image of a B-17 
Flying Fortress bomber, the type of plane he served 
on during WWII. Although Drogt’s combat career 

consisted of only one mission, the harrowing experi-
ence, which included being wounded, captured by the 
Germans and “marched” over 800 miles as a prisoner 
of war, made it an important factor in shaping the 
rest of his life so far.        (Photo by Thomas Reznich)

A LOT OF WAR IN ONE MISSION

DROGT IN 1944
Walter Drogt, then 18, poses for a photo 
before being sent to Italy to serve as a 
waist gunner on a B-17 Bomber with the 
Army Air Corps’ 15th Air Force.

By Krista Tacey-Cater
krista.tacey

@houghtonlakeresorter.com 
Looking back a year later on the 

seven-day manhunt that took place from 
May 21-28 in the woods of Backus and 
Nester Townships in 2012, Roscommon 
County Sheriff Randy Stevenson said his 
department learned a lot from searching 
for Everett Robinson.

“We learned a lot of things from other 
departments and the State Police,” Ste-
venson said as law enforcement agencies 
from around the state descended upon 
Roscommon County in the mutual goal 
of catching Robinson. 

“From that day forward, because of 
that incident, our department is more ca-
pable of responding,” Stevenson said. 

He added that training for intense sit-
uations prepares his deputies for events 
like a search, but actually having to live 
through a stressful, high stakes manhunt 
put their skills to the test. 

“They saw a real situation, checking 
everybody, we all learned a lot,” Steven-
son said of his department. 

That test began on May 21 and ended 
when Robinson was apprehended at 6:47 
a.m. on May 28. Robinson had escaped 
police custody while being transported 
by an  Arenac County Sherrif’s Deputy 

from the Arenac Jail to the Roscommon 
County Jail and spent the next week 
in hiding in the dense wooded area of 
Backus and Nester Townships. 

“You can always second guess your-
self,” Stevenson said. “…Though it took 
seven days, that was the way to go.”

Stevenson said he received some 
criticism for not being able to catch Rob-
inson sooner.

“We had officers there almost imme-
diately,” Stevenson said of the hunt. 

He said his department and agencies 
from near and far followed the training 
strategies for a manhunt and were suc-
cessful. 

Although Stevenson said he had to 
deal with inmates escaping from jail or 
from the courthouse, he had never had to 
deal with such a large hunt. 

“We’ve never had an inmate escape 
with an officer’s gun,” Stevenson said of 
Robinson. 

With the severity of the situation, Ste-
venson said he was unprepared for the 
number of outside agencies that came to 
his assistance. 

Looking back on the situation, Ste-
venson said housing became an issue as 
law enforcement assistance was coming 
from long distances. 

One year later-

Robinson manhunt served 
as learning experience 

Memorial Day ceremonies and a pa-
rade are among the events happening this 
weekend in Roscommon County. 

Roscommon County 
Memorial Day events

The Charles M. Engel VFW Post 
4159 of Roscommon and its auxiliaries 
and Roscommon American Legion Post 
96 will observe Memorial Day on May 
27 with several ceremonies at area cem-
eteries and the CRAF Center. 

The posts will hold five cemetery ser-
vices on Memorial Day including a ser-
vice at the Oakwood Cemetery at 9:30 
a.m., at the Markey Cemetery at 10 a.m., 
at the Gerrish Cemetery at 10:30 a.m., 
at the Higgins Cemetery at 11 a.m. and 
finally at the Pioneer Cemetery at 11:30 
a.m. 

There will also be a ceremony at the 
monument in front of the CRAF Center 
in downtown Roscommon at noon. 

The public may participate in all of 
the mentioned ceremonies. 

Houghton Lake Memorial Day 
Parade

Houghton Lake will be the site of 
the annual Memorial Day parade down 
M-55 on Monday. 

The parade starts at 10 a.m. (line up 
is between 8 to 9:30 a.m.) at the Glen’s 
Market and heads west toward the 
Houghton Lake Eagles Lodge on Crest-
view, where the VFW Post #4159 will 
present a service at noon. A luncheon 
will be served following the service.

Memorial Day 
activities set

(continued on page six)

(continued on page seven)
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Ritchin
gs    B.R. Guest

Family 
Restaurant

FEATURING Specials FOR
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

 
Fri. - FISH FRY 16 Specials Available! 

Sat. - All You Can Eat Country Ribs
Sun. - Old Fashion Turkey Dinner

* Gift Cards Available! 

We Have Homemade Soups & Specials 
Char Broiled Steaks & Burgers!

DINNER

SPECIALS
DINNERSPECIALS

Meeting Room Available

had landed safely, although he is not sure 
that they all made it home.

When Drogt landed, he found him-
self 20 feet off the ground, dangling by 
parachute cords from a tree in a heavily 
wooded area. With two injured arms “I 
had a hell of a time trying to get out of 
there,” said Drogt, who said he eventual-
ly “wiggled out and landed on my feet.”

While attempting to walk to safety, 
Drogt said that as he was walking up 
a trail through the woods, he “came 
around a corner and there was a guy 
right in front of me, aiming a gun at me. 
All I could do was put my hands up,” as 
much as he could with his shot-up arms. 
Drogt said the German soldier fired over 
his head to underline the seriousness of 
the situation.

Other German soldiers joined the 
one who had captured Drogt and forced 
him to take them to where he had land-
ed. After interrogating him for a while, 
they took him to a nearby vehicle which 
proceeded to a town, where they made a 
stop at a beer garden “to show off their 
prisoner.”

Drogt said he found himself sitting 

between two German soldiers in the beer 
garden, who he said talked for a long time 
before asking him if he’d like a beer. 

“I told them I wasn’t much of a drink-
er,” but when they put a beer in front of 
him, “it made me smile to see the beer,” 
said Drogt.

However, with both arms injured, he 
found he could not pick it up, and one 
of his captors had to do it for him. Af-
ter sharing a pitcher or so, Drogt said he 
“wound up in a jail cell.” 

“They came and looked at my arms, 
then took me to a hospital in Vienna,” 
said Drogt. Two days later he was 
moved to a hospital in Budapest, Hun-
gary, which he said was a beautiful city. 
After two weeks in the hospital, he was 
taken to a prisoner-of-war camp in Gross 
Tychow, Pomerania (now Tychowo, Po-
land) called Luft Stalag IV.

Conditions at the camp were not 
the best and the prisoners, who by an 
International Red Cross Count in Janu-
ary, 1945, numbered 8,033 Americans, 
820  British, 60 Polish, five Czech, two 
French and one Norwegian, were mal-
nourished, eating mostly potatoes and 
kholrabi, along with bread that had a 

high sawdust content.
But, things got considerably worse 

when the prisoners of Luft  Stalag IV 
were put on the march as the Soviet Red 
Army closed in. 

January and February of 1945 were 
among the coldest winter months in the 
20th century in Europe, with blizzard 
conditions and temperatures dipping 
down to 13 below zero. Temperatures 
below freezing persisted until the middle 
of March.

The prisoners kept marching every 
day, changing directions when they got 
too close to British forces, then again 
when they got too close to Russian forc-
es, as the Germans tried to keep them 
from being liberated.

Drogt said he remembered some of 
the German guards as being older men, 
in their 40’s or 50’s, who seemed to look 
at their prisoners with some sympathy, 
probably having sons of their own who 
were at war. Other guards treated the 
prisoners harshly.

The prisoners were rarely fed during 
what became know as “The March,” and 
had to scavenge to survive. Disease was 
rampant among them, and many lost at 
least a third of their body weight. Many 
died from disease or injury, or were 
killed by their captors during the march.

Drogt, who suffered from dysentery 
and malnutrition, said he lost between 25 
and 40 pounds over the three months of 
marching, by the end of which, he and 
his compatriots had walked over 800 
miles.

Back home at Central Lake, Drogt’s 
family and friends, including his girl-
friend Millie Dewey, were going through 
the anguish of waiting for information 
on his whereabouts and condition.

In the Aug. 24, 1944, edition of the 
Central Lake Torch, it was reported that 
Drogt’s parents, Henry and Altha, had 
“received word from Washington D.C. 
that their son, Pfc. Walter Drogt, has 
been missing in action over Germany 
since August 7.”

On Oct. 12, 1944, the paper report-
ed that through a short-wave German 
broadcast, residents on the east coast had 
learned that their son was a prisoner of 
war. According to the report “Monday 
afternoon, 26 letters and cards were re-
ceived (by the Drogts in Central Lake) 
from people in eastern states who had 
heard the broadcast Friday and were 
kind enough to notify Walt’s parents.”

The same article reported that Drogt 
had been promoted to sergeant, “which 
was expected after he reached foreign 
duty.”

Drogt said that in February, 1945, 
while he and his fellow prisoners were 
on the march, he “was not too concerned 
about dying” from the cold or disease or 
malnutrition. “I was a little concerned 
with the strength of the defenses” held 
by the German guards, and was more 
worried about dying in a battle to be lib-

erated.
Drogt counted himself lucky because 

he and others in his unit of prisoners had 
been given coats which helped keep them 
warm, although he still suffered frostbite 
in his hands and feet, a malady that still 
bothers him 68 years later. Near the end 
of the march, as allied forces closed in, 
Drogt remembered how the prisoners 
had probably saved the life of one of the 
German soldiers who had guarded them.

He said the soldier was 
on a motorcycle and was 
heading toward the British 
until the prisoners stopped 
him and told him he’d bet-
ter go the other way. On 
May 4, 1945, Drogt was 
liberated by British sol-
diers and was soon on his 
way to Belgium, where 
he received treatment. He 
said he felt much better by 
the time the troop ship Ad-
miral W.S. Benson pulled 
into view of the Statue of 
Liberty on June 11.

Drogt returned home 
in the middle of June, and 
was then sent to Florida in 
August for re-assignment. 
After his discharge from 
the Army Air Corps, Drogt 
married Millie on June 25, 
1946, at the Detroit City 
Court House. He said his 
brother Bill and sister-in-
law Wanda stood up for 
their wedding and, that 
after having dinner, the 

couple’s honeymoon included attending 
a Detroit Tigers baseball game.

In fall of 1946, Drogt started college 
at Central Michigan University, where 
he earned Bachelor of Science degrees 
in English and mathematics, and later 
earned a master’s degree in mathemat-
ics from CMU. He started his teaching 
career at Hesperia, where he taught for 
three years, then he, Millie and their 

four children moved to Houghton Lake 
where he began teaching at Houghton 
Lake High School. Drogt taught English 
and math for 33 years at Houghton Lake, 
retiring in 1982, and Millie worked for 
many years in the school lunch pro-
gram.

The Drogt’s fifth child, Eric, who was 
born at Houghton Lake, also became a 
math teacher at Houghton Lake High 
School, where he is now in his 34th 

year. 
Walt and Millie have remained ac-

tive through most of their retirement, 
although the wounds, illness and mal-
nutrition he experienced during WWII 
have consistently caused problems for 
him over the years. At the age of 87, Walt 
has slowed down considerably, and stays 
home most of the time, with frequent 
visits from his five children, 12 grand-
children and six great-grandchildren.

Houghton-Higgins Lake Does #149
presents

 VEGAS NIGHT
Saturday, May 25th, 2013

7pm to Midnight
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND @ THE ELK’S LODGE ON M-55

Black Jack ~ Roulette
Let it Ride ~ 50/50’s & Poker FREE ADMISSION

PUBLIC WELCOME
License #M81301

Memorial Day
Arts & Crafts Show 

Saturday, May 25th 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
 Sunday, May 26th 10 a.m - 4 p.m.

Middle School Grounds
Indoors and Outdoors

M-55 Houghton Lake, Michigan
Refreshments Available ~ Door Prizes

Free Admission  - Sorry, No Pets
P.O. Box 565, Houghton Lake, MI  48629

Call (989)366-8511 for more information
www.houghtonlakeartsandcraftsassociation.com

5309 W. Houghton Lake Dr.  
(989)366-4131

Live Band Fri. & Sat.
‘Rok Savant’

Keno 
& 

Pull Tabs

Open Mic Night
Every Other 

Wed. Starting 
May 22nd

THURSDAY
Dueling 
Pianos

FRIDAY
Cod Fish Fry

Fri & Sat 

Kitchen Open 

until 2am

Happy HourMon-Fri2pm to 6pm

TUESDAYS
½ off All Drinks 

Till 6pm
Try Our Great 
Appetizers!!

Dine in or
Carry Out

Watch Your Favorite 
Sports on 6 Flat Screen 
HD T.V.’s • Free Wi-Fi

SUNDAY NIGHT
Happy Hour 9-Close Customer 

Appreciation Night

Open 11am 
7 Days A Wk.
Largest Draft 
Beer Selection 
on the Lake!

Serving Y
ou 

Great Fo
od 

& Fun!!

Tigers Fans Welcome!
Red Wings 

Play Off Game
May 23rd, 8:00pm  
Wings Score YOU 

Win Special

     NORTHSHORE 
           LOUNGE

World’s Greatest FISH FRY, every Friday
4 Miles North of M-55 on Old 27 • Zone 1

989-202-2292 CARRY-OUT AVAILABLE

GREAT DAILY
 SPECIALS “Thirsty 

Monkey” 
Tiki Bar

Serving 
Food &  

Beverages
HAPPY HOUR  

Mon - Fri 2pm to 6pm 

Memorial Day Party
May 24th & 25th, 2013

Live Music 9-1:30pm w/ 
“On Tap Band”

Sun. Karaoke 8pm-Midnight 

COME BY LAND OR COME BY BOAT...
             boat dockage available!

The Riviera Resort 
      Restaurant & Lounge 
                          
(989) 366-5122 or (989) 202-4047 
Open Thurs. - Sat., @ 11:30 am

          Friday’s - All U can Eat Cod & Other Fish Specials

Over 25 Items Under $10.00
 Delicious Prime Rib Daily

Thursdays - Seniors Save! 
15% Off Entrees 

Michigan Beer, Michigan Wine and 72 Different Liquors to Enjoy
Family Friendly Live Music w/ T-Bear - Fri. & Sat. @ 5pm

104 Hillside, Prudenville, MI. 48651 • Permanent Cell Phones For Soldiers Drop off

Dine indoor/outdoor, 
Full Menu & Bar Services

Call For Carry Outs  
Beer & Wine Included

Overlooking Beautiful Houghton Lake 

We Apologize for Any Inconvenience -
Due to The Recent Wind Storm Our Dock May Not Be Accessible
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One mission provided harrowing war experience

WALT AND MILLIE
Drogt is pictured with his girlfriend Millie Dewey before being sent to 
Italy in 1944. The couple was married on June 25, 1946 in Detroit.

A pamphlet advertising a publication on the German 
prisoner of war camp known as Stalag Luft IV in-
cludes a drawing of the type of barracks the prison-

ers were housed in until they were put on the march 
to keep them away from advancing allied forces in 
the winter of 1945.

THE STORY OF STALAG LUFT IV

NOTABLE SERVICE
Drogt’s dress jacket from the Army 
Air Corps has his gunner’s wings 
pinned to it, along with a Europe-
an Theatre ribbon with four Battle 
Stars, a Purple Heart Medal and 
the Prisoner of War Medal.

STILL ALIVE!
 A story published in the Central Lake Torch 
on Oct. 12, 1944 confirmed that Drogt was a 
prisoner of war. A story on Aug. 24 had report-
ed him missing in action.

(continued from page one)


