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Covering:
MISSION OF 20 MAY 1945
8 B-17's of the 22na, 352nd, 358pd, L19th Sguadrons, 30lst Boib Group took off

at 0905 BA" to borb GRCSSETO A/D, Italy. ‘2 of our a/c returned early because of
mechanical trouble. 26 z2/c were over the target at 1301 "A'" and dropped 3744 X 20
frag bombs from a mean zltitude of 24,750 ft. at a heading of 117°.00 288 x 20
frzg bombs were returned and none were jettisioned. None ol cur planes were dam-
zzed nor were any personnel injured. All our plenes were .safely down at 1633 "A'.

It was impossible to observe the number of z/c on the field due to the smoke ctused
by the bonmbing of ancther Group. I wever, the entire A/D, with the possible ex-
ception of the SW corner was throughly covered by frags. & to 10 fires observed
along the N'erly boundary, severzl alongz the W'erdy boundary and 1 large fire
alonz the S'erly boundary. NW corner appeared td be especially covered., Install-
ations to the N were also hit. Smoke from firesj isiple at 22,0CCIt. when our

a/c reached the © coast of CCRSICA. *

Slight heavy flak encountered, inaccurate as to altitude znd deflection. Flak
positions were noted at G-P/14-15 and H-I/22 on Target Chart 3-38-NA.

No e/a was encountered, but 1 e/a, transport type was seen &t 1240 "A' over
CORSICA, flying at: 12,000 ft.

3 of our a/c attemptef®photos and usual report will follow.
HWeather enroute a2na over target was ChVU.

At 122L "A" while flying at 6,000 ft. ocur &/c believed they saw 'a raft und smoke
siznal. at 37°371N, C6°38'E; it was impossible to stzte number, if any, ol occupinus.
Raft not observed on return from target., A submafine was cbserved at 1025 "A"
zbout 4O miles due N of CAPE ECUGERCUN, while flying at 5,000 ft. 1 small ship
seen at 1145 "AM &t' CANT PTO CONTE, Corsica. 3 flying boats reported just E of
AJACCIOC at 1215 "&". 1 D/R, Crecale Class, observed at 1235 "AY 5 miles SW of
ALERIA, course 30 , speed about 12 knots; seen again at 1322 "A" 15 miles B of
ALERIA headed 90°. 2 T/B's observed 3 miles E of GROSSETO IS., course 180°, speed
15 knots. 3 MTB's seen about 3 miles apart at 08°251E, 41°35'N headed léQ° at
about 15 knots. They took evasive action to-gether. | |
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