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NARRATIVE LISSION REPGRT

Coverings ISTRES 1LE TUEE A/D,
| France
. MISSION OF 16 NOVEMEER 19

19 B-17's of the 32nd, 352nd, 353rd, 419th Squadrons, jOlst B omb Group
took -off at 0S28A4 to bomb ISTRES LE TUEE A/D, France. a/c returned
early; 5 due to mechanical difficulty, 1 due to 1llness of personnel ard
< due to iceing conditions and loss of formation. 11 z/c were over the
target at 1252A and dropped 1548 x 20 lb. frags at a heading of 08° from
a mean altitude of 22,200 ft. 864 x 20 1lb. frags were jettisoned and
324 x 20 lb. frags were returned to bnse. 2 a/c wnre lost to enemy fighters,
- 1 of these a/c exploded in mid-air at. L2°50!N 4 E, no.chutes visible.
The other g/c crashed in the sea at 42°30!'N/04° 30' 1 of our a/c.circled
the oil slick at the scene of the crash znd reporteu no personnel nor
wreckage visible from an altitude of 700 ft. 1 &a/c rece;veu ma jor damage
and 2 /c received minor damage due to enemy fighters. g/c received
minor flak damege. 1 crew.member received minor flak injury. 9 a/c ret—
urned to base at 1640A. 11 sorties were involved in this mission.

Bompbing 1s reported to-be short of the assigned target area. Major con-
centration of bonmbs was noted among hangars and installations in areas
-i-t-l.:] /111- 16 on t LI”}__,Et- chart )‘6"20—1 e

lioderate heavy flak was encountered over the target, accurate as to altitude
and inaccurate as to deflection. Crews report bursts to be red, black, and

grey in color.

12 to 15 e/a were encountered after leaving the target. All were reported

to be yellow nose k& 1C9's, Qur crews clﬁlm.é ME“109s destroyed. After re- .
view by the CO, per Ops. Memo 725, dated 20 Dec. 1943, XITI AAF, combat

claims report will folilow,

5 of our a/c attempted photos and usual report will follow.
The weather was 1 to 9/10ths enroute and CAVU at the target.

Observations: RMARSEILLES HARBOR 5 lurﬁe and 3 small 1/V's. All en \emy a/c
made concerted attacks in groups of 3 abreast ‘and then returﬂeu L0 make

individual attacks.

Group Formation Leader, Lt. RENN, makes no comnent.
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